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Background: Toxocariasis is a parasitic zoonosis with world-
ide distribution that affects both dogs and cats. Toxocara canis
s the common roundworm of dogs, and is considered causative
gents of human toxocariasis.
Methods: A cross-sectional survey was undertaken to study the
revalence and intensity of infection with Toxocara canis in 100
wneddogs, fromMay toNovamber2011 inurbanareasofKerman,
outheastern of Iran. A total of 100 fecal samples were evaluated
y the fecal sedimentation method.
Results: A total of 10 dogs were found to be infected with T.
anis. The prevalence of T. canis was 10% in owned dogs in Kerman.
he age distribution of toxocariasis in dogs less than 6 months old
ad a higher overall prevalence than those dogs over 6 months of
ge (P <0.05). There was a signiﬁcant difference in the prevalence
etween male (13.2%) and female (7%) dogs (P <0.05).
Conclusion: The high prevalence of T. canis infections among
anids and contamination of environment by eggs of T. canis may
e increase the risk of infection for native people. It is impera-
ive to educate the dog-owning population of the potential risks
ssociated with dog toxocariasis. This will allow for the more effec-
ive implementation of strategic control programs or minimize
oonotic transmission.
ttp://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.05.655
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Provincia autonoma di Bolzano, Bolzano/Bozen, ItalyBackground: InOctober2008 rabies re-emerged in Italy after 13
ears of total absence. FromCroatia and Slovenia the disease spread
nto the bordering Italian region of Friuli-Venezia Giulia, reachingfectious Diseases 16S (2012) e317–e473 e457
the province of Belluno (Veneto Region) in 2009 and in 2010, the
Autonomous Provinces of Trento and Bolzano.
Methods: The Province’s veterinary authorities, in the frame-
work of a concerted national and interregional control strategy,
rapidly implemented control measures.
Between December 2009 - January 2010, 50 km buffer zones
were deﬁned and oral vaccination of foxes (ORV) was carried out,
distributing SADB19 rabies vaccine baits by helicopter, covering
the entire 7400 km2 area of the Province. This was followed in
2010/2011by threemore emergencyORV campaigns and twoordi-
nary campaigns using SAG2 vaccine, with a bait density of 20-30
baits /km2 .
As part of control activities, fox hunting was intensiﬁed.
In 2010, special requirements for all imported dogs and com-
pulsory rabies vaccination for all owned local dogs (32,236) and
livestockolder than3monthsbrought onpasture in risk zoneswere
introduced.
Intensiﬁed surveillance of patients injured by animals was ini-
tiated and continued.
An information campaign on the risk of transmissionwas imple-
mented.
Results: Of the 287 rabies cases identiﬁed in Italy during this
period, 5 laboratory conﬁrmed rabies cases in foxes were detected
in the Autonomous Province of Bolzano (APB).
In 2010, 807 animal carcasses were brought to the Reference
Laboratory for testing. Vaccine uptake and seroconversion of foxes
shotafterORVwas investigated:83.3%were found immunizedafter
the ﬁrst emergency campaign, 80% after the second, 56,2% after the
third and 80.9% after the fourth respectively. After the ﬁrst 2011
ordinary campaign the percentage of immunized foxes was 83.7%.
A total of 19,303 dogs and 38,565 livestock units were vacci-
nated by veterinary ofﬁcers.
In 2010, 460 cases of human lesions were notiﬁed and involved
animals controlled. If appropriate, human rabies prophylaxis was
offered.
Conclusion: In APB, rabies spread has been effectivelymanaged
by rapid responses consisting of surveillance, harmonised vaccina-
tion strategies of the main animal host species in zones still free
from rabies and providing information to the population.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.05.656
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Toxigenic typing of Clostridium perfringens isolated from diar-
rheal piglets
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Background: Clostridium perfringens is a signiﬁcant pathogen
that provokes numerous different diseases in human and animals
especially in swine. Enteric diseases caused by these organism
impact producers, veterinary practitioners and diagnosticians.
Unfortunately, the data of Clostridium spp. infection in animals are
